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the carding, and it is doubtful whether there is more
damage done to wool which is willyed and then carded
than to matted wool which is carded only. As in many
other cases, it is impossible -to say definitely, and
different qualities must therefore be judged upon their
merits.
The best greasy and washed fleece wools do not need
any opening process: they are not matted, and can
be washed without undue expense.
Heavy sandy greasy wools may have so much sand
removed that they are distinctly easier to wash, and
if carefully treated they should be no worse for willy ing.
Scoureds are often so felted that they must have
some fibres broken in willying. This would happen
more or less in the carding in any case, but after washing
the fibres would separate more easily than before that
process.
Blends of scoured and greasy will go to the bowls
much more uniformly mixed if they be willyed prior
to washing, and there is no reason that they should be
materially damaged in the process.
Skin Wools are so free and clean that they need
opening less than any other class, but for that reason
they are very unlikely to be injured in the process.
It is for Slipes that the willy is most useful. If
properly adjusted the breakage of fibre should be very
trifling, and it should remove so much of the lime, dust,
and lumps that the cost of soap in the washing would
be very greatly reduced, because, and as shown in
Chapter III., each pound of lime removed will save
nearly 15 Ibs. of soap.
At one time a willy was understood to mean a swift
covered with 20 rows of 2-inch teeth set 2 inches apart,
revolving at 300 revolutions per minute, as near as